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sleeplessness was given an injection of fa gr. No sleep 
was obtained. The throat was dry. She had severe 
jerkings of the limbs, and became alarmingly delirious. 
From these cases, hyoscine evidently differs little in its 
action from atropine, and until more is known of its 
chemistry, pharmacology and clinical effects, it can 
hardly be recommended as a safe hypnotic. A. F. 

Chloralose. —F. Gordon Morrill, M. D. ( Boston Med. 
arid Surg. Journal , Nov. 16, ’93). Properly used in cases 
uncomplicated by hysteria or alcoholism it has justified the 
claims of its discoverers: that it is safe, produces no 
“ habit,” does not require a progressive increase of dose, 
is reliable and produces refreshing sleep attended by no 
disagreeable after effects. In simple insomnia it acts 
“ like a charm,” and is more reliable than chloralamid. 
In the case of an old man with organic heart trouble, 
whose nights were rendered wretched by dyspncea, pal¬ 
pitation and fear of sudden death, a fairly large dose 
gave complete relief for six weeks. In an elderly lady, 
with whom other hypnotics had failed, and who had 
formed the habit of obtaining sleep by taking a glass of 
whiskey at bedtime, chloralose gave refreshing nights. 
It was here necessary to abandon the whiskey and pass 
several sleepless nights before taking the remedy, as al¬ 
cohol is distinctly unfavorable to the action of chloralose. 
A young married woman, whose inability to sleep was 
due to anxiety, took six grains of chloralose, and after a 
good night’s sleep suffered from marked inco-ordination 
for an hour after rising. The same occurred after a 
repetition of the dose, and the medicine was discon¬ 
tinued. A distinctly hysterical attack following a day 
or two later furnished an explanation of these symp¬ 
toms. It is best administered in a cachet containing 
three grains an hour before sleeping-time and repeated 
when the time is up if no effects are obtained. In case 
insufficient sleep follows the first dose it is repeated 
when the patient awakes. As a rule, this dose will se¬ 
cure five to nine hours sleep in any case which cannot 
be classed among the exceptions, which resist the action 
of this drug. A. F. 

Piperazine as a JJric Acid Solvent.— Confirm¬ 
atory evidence of the utility of piperazine as a solvent 
for uric acid in the body, has recently been afforded by 
the experiments of Dr. Rosenthal on animals (Medicin. 
Post.). These experiments consisted in producing depos¬ 
its of uric acid in the heart, pericardium in the bladder 
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and kidneys, and then administering piperazine in doses 
°f 0.75 gm. by the mouth or subcutaneously. After a 
period varying from two to seven days, the animals were 
killed, and in all of those which had been treated with 
the remedy, a complete disappearance of the uratic de¬ 
posits was observed. On the other hand, the control 
animals which had been treated with borax, phosphate 
of sodium, and lithia exhibited considerable collections 
of uric acid in the different organs. On the ground of 
these experiments, Rosenthal regards Piperazine as the 
most reliable solvent for uric acid. Albuminuria was 
never observed. Dr. Blanc (Americ. Jour, of the Med. 
Sciences, April, 1894) also states “that theoretically the 
use of piperazine is very encouraging. As an alkaloid 
of the pyridine group, it is not poisonous nor irritant. 
The combination of urate of soda and this drug is nearly 
nine times more soluble than the urate of lithia. Vogt 
has found that under fifteen-grain daily doses the 
amount of urates is decreased, while that of urea in¬ 
creases. This goes to show that not only does this drug 
dissolve urates, but it is an oxidizing agent and modifies 
tissue change. On the other hand, the nitrogen which is 
eliminated is not increased, which shows that there is no 
increase of waste, nor supplementary decomposition of 
albuminoids. Piperazine has been strongly recom¬ 
mended for gout, in that it relieves the pain, frees the 
engorged joints, and expels renal calculi. Patients who 
have suffered from nephritic colic, some days after the 
drug experience a recrudescence of the pain, which is 
followed by the expulsion of a large calculus, which 
has apparently been diminished in size by the action of 
the drug. In this respect it appears to act with less dan¬ 
ger than do the alkalies, and more rapidly than the flush¬ 
ing out of the kidneys with mineral waters.” Piperazine- 
Bayer is a chemically pure preparation, and is furnished 
in half-ounce and ounce vials and also in tubes of ten 
tablets, each tablet containing sixteen grains, which is 
an average daily dose. 

Critical Review of the Treatment of Chorea .— 

By Dujardin-Beaumetz (Bulletin General de literafeutique, 
March 15, 1894). 

Before entering upon the treatment of chorea, the 
disease is to be carefully studied with reference to its 
origin, stage of development and its form. As regards 
aetiology, rheumatism and hysteria play the most im¬ 
portant roles ; frequently they unite in the causation of 



